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President of Sri Lanka

Message

On this day, as we celebrate the 66t anniversary of our independence, we restate our
commitment to safeguard the freedom and rights of our people, and decide on our future free of
dictates from the re-emerging forces of colonialism.

With our freedom strengthened by the defeat of separatist terrorism, we proceed on our
journey towards progress. This requires new social, political and economic strategies that
include modern infrastructure such as ports, airports, highways, power and energy and the latest
trends in industry, commerce and trade, and education. While most of this is already in place, in
the new drive for development, much more remains to be achieved offering exciting challenges
ahead.

It is our belief that the strength of our freedom largely depend on developing indigenous
skills and knowledge, to restore the glories of our past and move ahead to the victories of the
future.

As we celebrate our freedom today we should remember with the deep gratitude the
members of our Security Forces who courageously stepped forward to defend our sovereignty
and territorial integrity when they were under grave threat. We shall always honour and pay
tribute to the great sacrifices they made to ensure that we live in freedom and unity.

Our policy of Non-Alignment, with a commitment to justice and humanity, has brought
us friends in the global community who understand our trials in recent decades, and are ready to
help us go forward in freedom with the assurance of support in international fora.

I share your dream to strengthen the Sri Lankan nation under a single flag in a united
country. Achieving this requires hard work, with diligence and honesty of purpose. It calls for
patriotism that transcends the barriers of geography and community, with reconciliation in a rich
unity of purpose.

This will lay the foundation for the success of our children and future generations
who will inherit this land, to live in peace and harmony bringing the glories of new
achievements that inspire us from our past. Let us together pledge to build this future for our.
land and people in the peace and freedom we have won.

N
S
Mahinda Rajapaksa

January 29, 2014
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aurpaiSHE Qauis

66p6uz FEHHATHE efpTeneud QETEILTGL Gaiemmwl Breafsd, 6og) aeerie
GHHATSHSYD 2 _fwsmenud  UTHSTIUSDETET  60g  AFUUIS®S L6
2 mAIUGSSH, WawiGw Cuwlawbhsiumd srtomisge  soHeefe - oy
Spememsaisd BmBaE BULG 6wg aHjsTesmS B SioraliGur.

Ifelmaneursll ULESTUTHEmTS GCHTHHRESSHH (P  610g  HSHATLD
ueULGSSUIUL. Beiten  Blemeoulled, [BMD  (WRBIPDSME CHroddl 6ok ULLEISMS
alengauBEAWTCeTd. BE SIMDPEHEIHET, eToTAIBlNEOWEISST, ObBEHFTMEVSHSET,
gadl, el Guraim BHelam o &L LMmULSMETUD MmBHOSTP6L, ufHSSD MDD
sevall GUTED SiewmeeRsd LB GUTEGSMmeTUD 2 6TenL sl UHW sups, SiFduied
wHod  QuTmenTEIy  apGerumumsmer  GeusmigBndMs. S lalGSSbeTen yaw
WHRGIIs Boupfled DBBSELTMME FHOBMBo DL WIGUDDISTET  Bleneoulled,
UeOBeuE FaUMEIEEDHEE WHHUTD SLWIGUDGeRow U el wkiseT G@I@ID
eTehFlu]siterment.

DG BLBSHTL WdHmwemw  WaHiGn  gHuGSsaud adjsrer  Geupmiamen
CrErsd Gausbrsl UWLMISSD JJISDMLTE a0g HSHATS®SL  UOULGSSOD
Sopsayd &8ss SHpemwsmatud sifioaud MBS GsuuHGCW  GufisId
SEIAUW|ETENOSHILF] 6TI0F| BLOLNGSENSWITGLD.

&FShATEMmBH  QEBTENILT(HLD B FebSTILSS 0 6TLDG| STl BT 1963
@HDODMWULD  DL6TTLEY  6TEOMEVMWIUD  UTHIBTUILISDSTES SITNFFQVIL T (LPSIGUBHS
6logl UTGIBTUUIUMmL 2 mIilenjeenst BT pObS BIWMCWT(H Meneae|gamGeusui(HLb.
BID GHHATOTED mSEWLTESAND TS 2 OF CFIMSNES SrseT QFlg
ot Hwrsmiseen BT elGUTGID  WwWHBHOD  BDHTS BATDIFaDaLd
&L enoliLIL (HeTGenid. : .

13 LHOILD weflGmiiomensHneET et DITULERTIHSHIL 65T Falgw 6TLDG]
SITGFITEQSTsTNE STIAMIONG SiHIOLW  SFTUGEEMD FiuGss sWpsIMBE
Gsibs U BLY BIGEST enogl  UyFfemensemenud FOUTEOHMEMULD  HRIG
yfbsiGarasGeteangiLal, FjauGss QUTHES SoMmsaled 60HSE 2 _Fouad DI6UTHET
SWIITS 2 _66emey.

on meHu Gzssded @Gy Gamguist £ Qeomoms CzFHmsU UOILGSS
Coimi(id GIRI) 2 _MSMF Saene BI@D UATHEIOSTANECDE. BHenen SIMLHSI
_ augn@ Brd  GrjowuyLath elLrpupduy b SELWIS 2 MmPss
Gouewi(ho. RBDES yalulwed wHDD FwWE SoOLBMENS STavigw  GCHFULHOID
USDTENGID 2 MIFSITEISIOTEN BeV60lewIbHUPLD SICUFWILDT GHLD.

610g BLHSBTLHHABHS BID GuDD 2MBBSHIL@ID YBw DI 6YS6TNe(HH S
GUDD UNSHL@ID FWTSHTRIONSA|D  RSSEWIDTSHLD ampusnaTe @ CsFHmSB
ooz adere0 ugbuemguiaiheE 6l BHEOFOMBDBTH @ LEVLOTE DIYSHFHENSMS
@aaiteod GL(piguid.
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